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Topics 

ÅPA forests 

ÅCurrent forest conservation 

efforts 

ÅThe Governorôs themes 
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Forests once covered 95 percent  

of Pennsylvania 
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Looking back 

 A history of resource extraction 
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Conservation Movement 
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Division of Forestry 

ÅCreated in 1895 

ÅGather information  

ÅProtect from fires 

ÅBuy land for 

reforestation and 

watershed protection 
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Pennôs Woods Today 
Area of Forest Land 1630 to 2009 
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USDA Forest Service FIA 2009 
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Pennsylvaniaôs Forests 

Å Translates from Latin 

to ñPennôs Woodsò 
 

Å 16.7 million acres 

(58% of the state) 
 

Å Provide a suite of 

uses, values, and 

services 
 

Å Vital part of our 

heritage, culture, 

economy and 

environment 
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Community forests 

Wooded neighborhoods 

The Big Woods 

Farms & Forests 

Pennôs Woods Today 



Forest Values 

Å Clean water 

Å Wood products 

Å Recreation & tourism 

Å Plant and animal habitat 

Å Peace & solitude 

Å Scenic and aesthetic beauty 

Å Carbon sequestration 

Å Human health benefits 
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Who Owns PAôs Forests? 

Pennsylvania Forests, 2009  (U.S. Forest Service) 

70% Privately owned 
 

11.8 million acres 
 

(738,000+ Families, individuals, corporate) 

30% Publicly-owned 
 

4.9 million acres 
 

(DCNR, PGC, USFS) 



Public and Private Forest Owners 
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620 million acres 
56% privately owned 
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Pennôs Woods Today 

Å12 million total private 

ïFamily: 9 million 

ïOther: 3 million 

ÅPrivate landowners 

ï738,000 

ïAverage ownership 20 acres 

ï1 in 6 households owns woodland 

ÅOther private lands 

ïTIMOs, hunt clubs 

Private Forest Land 
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Pennôs Woods Today 

Å5 million acres (30%) 

ïState: 3.8 million 

ÅState Forests and Parks, 

Game Commission 

ïFederal: 635,000 

ÅANF, Army Corps 

ïLocal: 500,000 

ÅWatersheds, parks 

 

Public Forest Land Ownership 
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Pennôs Woodôs Today 
State Forest System 

Å Established in 1898 

Å 2.2 million acres 

Å ñOwnedò by the citizens 

of PA 

Å Largest single 

ownership in PA 

Å 1/8 of the forests 
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State Forest Recreation 
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State Forest Resource Management 
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Current Forest 

Conservation 

Highlights/Issues 
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* 
* 2015 value includes all properties 

 purchased or under contract as of April 15. 

Annual Acres of State Forest  

Acquired since 2000 

Total: 135,044 acres 
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Fragmentation and Loss of Forest 
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Estate/Landowner Legacy Planning 

É While 80% of forest owners plan to keep forestland in the 

familyé 

Å Only 40% have discussed the plan with their children 

Å Only 35% of children are involved with the current forest plan 

Å Working Group of attorneys, accountants, financial 

planners, and foresters to explore ways to provide 

education and information 

Å Options for forest owners: partnerships, trusts, 

easements, etc. 
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Values of trees in towns and cities! 

 Promoting conservation 

through restoring tree 

cover in communities 

Aesthetics 

Property values 

Storm water management 

Energy savings 

Human health 

Water quality 

Carbon sequestration 
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Shale-Gas Monitoring 

Å Comprehensive Shale-Gas 

Monitoring Report (April 2014) 
ï 15 Monitoring Values 

Å Posted supporting órawô data to 

the web 

Å Updating information on the 15 

Monitoring Values and posting to 

the web:  
(http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/N

aturalGas/monitoringreport/index.htm)  

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/NaturalGas/monitoringreport/index.htm
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/NaturalGas/monitoringreport/index.htm
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/NaturalGas/monitoringreport/index.htm
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/NaturalGas/monitoringreport/index.htm
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Hemlock Woolly Adelgid and 

the Emerald Ash Borer 



BOF and PGC          Bat           
Habitat Conservation Plan 
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://ncwildlife.org/News/NewsArticle/tabid/416/indexId/7880/Default.aspx&ei=IFa5VPXlFsXrUuGSgcAM&bvm=bv.83829542,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNG0RMMtiOI7oe7OFOrK4NsfGI8cuQ&ust=1421518635435558


Conservation Planning  
&  

Environmental Review  Tool 

  PNDI 
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State Forest Resource 

Management Plan 

Purpose 

ÅOverarching planning 

document for management of 

state forest lands, state-wide 

ÅContext and goals for BOF 

staff that ensures consistency 

and provides direction 

ÅCommunicates to the public 

and stakeholders 
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State Forest Resource 

Management Plan 

Major Changes in 2015 Draft 

ÅAdding chapters on fire management and cultural resources.  

ÅIncreased emphasis on climate change, wild character, and 

landscape planning. 

ÅReflects gas leasing moratorium. 

ÅAdding sections on river islands and lake management. 

ÅAnticipate public input process to begin in Fall 2015 
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Governor Wolfôs Themes 

Å Increased focus on working forests that help to 

maintain and grow jobs that pay. 

Å Cooperating with communities on enhancing the 

value of their rivers, trails and parks as amenities 

that spur business development and draw people 

to downtowns. 

Å lead outdoor recreation initiatives that will 

invigorate citizens and communities, encourage 

healthy lifestyles, create jobs that pay and 

promote environmental stewardship. 

 

Jobs that pay 
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Governor Wolfôs Themes 

Å Promotion of green energy. 

Å Use DCNRôs technical expertise in 

designing, implementing, and investing 

in energy efficient technologies and to 

promote their use across all state 

agencies and communities. 

Å  continue strong education and 

outreach efforts including school 

programs, State Parks environmental 

education, and natural resource career 

development 

 

Schools that teach 

 

Government that works 
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Upper Delaware 

1. Kudos to the Upper Delaware Council! 

2. You have wonderful natural resources 

3. Landscape Approach 

4. Cooperating as a community can be 

very powerful toward reaching your 

goals 

 

  THANK YOU! 


