
 
Upper Delaware Council 

PROJECT REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Aug. 24, 2010 

 
Committee Members Present: Peckham, Keesler, Roeder, Richardson, Rando, Rajsz 
NPS Partner:   McGuinness 
Staff:    Douglass, Soete, Ramie 
Guests:    None 
 
The UDC’s Project Review Committee held its monthly meeting on Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2010 at the Council 
office in Narrowsburg, NY.  Chairperson Peckham called the meeting to order at 8:12 p.m.  A motion by 
Roeder seconded by Rajsz to approve the July 27 and Aug. 10 meeting minutes was carried.  There was no 
public comment on the agenda. 
 
Discussion Items Report:  Soete reviewed his discussion items report with the committee; some highlights 
follow. 
 
Damascus Township Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment:  The committee was provided with the 
draft Damascus Township zoning ordinance amendment for review.  Following the recent Consent Order 
with Newfield Energy, the township is proposing to amend their zoning ordinance to allow gas and well 
pads as a principal permitted use in the Rural Residential and Industrial zoning districts.  The use of gas 
and oil well pads would not be allowed in the River District.  However, the River District is based on a 
1,500 foot distance from River Road.  There are places where small parts of the corridor are technically in 
the Rural Residential district where the amended use is being added and proposed to be changed from a 
“special exception” to a “permitted principal use”. 
 The NPS’s substantial conformance review of the township was done in 1990.  The most recent 
zoning map is dated 2006 and has been revised since the NPS did its review, but it appears that the River 
District still differs from the designated river corridor.  The township will be holding a hearing on the 
zoning change on Sept. 20.  It was suggested that the UDC should comment on the proposed amendment 
and point out the difference between the RD district boundary and the designated river corridor which 
could allow gas and oil well pads as a principal permitted use in the designated River corridor.  The 
committee discussed the issues involving the River corridor and the River Management Plan guidelines.  
There was discussion that the township should be made aware of the boundary differences reflected in the 
map.  A motion by Richardson seconded by Rajsz to draft a letter to the township was carried.  The draft 
letter was to be circulated among the committee for any revisions prior to it being sent to the full Council 
for action. 
 
Cortese Landfill Update (Town of Tusten):  The Council was notified by U.S. EPA Region 2 about a 
proposed plan to clean up recently discovered areas of contaminated liquid under the Cortese Landfill 
Superfund Site in Sullivan County, NY.  EPA is taking public comment on its proposed cleanup plan until 
Sept. 12, and held a public meeting on Aug. 23 in Narrowsburg, NY to discuss the details of the plan.  
Soete attended the public meeting.  According to EPA’s proposed plan, a series of technologies will be 
used to address contaminated liquid located primarily underneath the area of the landfill in which drums 
were disposed and a smaller drum-disposal area located south of the landfill adjacent to the lagoons.  The 
alternatives offered by EPA for public comment include 1) do nothing 2) mitigation would take 150 years 
to complete; and 3) mitigation would take 15 years to complete.  The River Management Plan includes 
reference to the Cortese Landfill and advocates the prompt cleanup and removal of its contents.  The 
landfill has been remediated and closed for many years by the EPA with continuous monitoring.  The 
committee discussed the issues.  A motion by Rando seconded by Richardson to draft a comment letter to 
EPA for Council action was carried.  The draft letter will be circulated among the committee members for 
any revisions prior to it being sent to the full Council. 
 
Technical Assistance Grants Program Action Items:  The committee received requests from TAG 
recipients for committee action: 
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~TAG 2008-04 Pike County, Westfall Township joint regional comp plan and open space, greenways and 
recreation plan – project completed, request for payment, $3,000. 
~TAG 2009-05 Pike County, update map/brochure of best planning practices – request for six-month 
extension. 
 A motion by Rajsz seconded by Roeder to approve the requests was carried. 
 
Public Comment   None 
 
Adjournment   A motion by Rajsz seconded by Roeder to adjourn the meeting at 9:23 p.m. was carried. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Personnel Subcommittee met following the Operations and Project Review committee meetings. 
 
 
 
 

Carol Coney, Office Manager 
(Not in attendance, with notes from Soete and Ramie) 

 


