
Upper Delaware Council 
PROJECT REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Oct. 26, 2010 
 
Committee Members Present: Peckham, Keesler, Roeder, Richardson, Rando, Rajsz 
NPS Partner:   C. Hahn 
Staff:    Douglass, Soete, Coney, Ramie 
Guests:    None 
 
The UDC’s Project Review Committee held its monthly meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 26, 2010 at the Council 
office in Narrowsburg, NY.  Chairperson Fred Peckham called the meeting to order at 8:06 p.m.  A motion 
by Rajsz seconded by Roeder to approve the Sept. 28 meeting minutes was carried.  There was no public 
comment on the agenda. 
 
Discussion Items Report 
Soete reviewed the discussion items with the committee.  Some highlights follow. 
 
Columbia Gas Transmission Line 1278 and Line K Pipeline Project:  Columbia Gas Transmission LLC 
has filed with FERC application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity to replace, operate, 
abandon and maintain its existing natural gas pipeline system in Pike County, PA and Orange County, NY 
as a result of the age and condition of the existing pipeline.  In all, Columbia proposes to abandon by 
replacement approximately 16.39 miles of natural gas pipeline for the projects.  The FERC comment 
deadline was Sept. 30, 2010.  Hahn indicated that the National Park Service-Upper Delaware issued a 
comment letter enumerating its concerns, such as water quality, impacts on invasive species, stormwater 
runoff, and damage to D & H Canal remnants.  There are no plans at present to pipeline under the Upper 
Delaware River.  The Columbia filing is available for review on FERC’s website at www.ferc.gov using 
the eLibrary link and entering the Docket No. CP10-492-000. 
 
Update Natural Gas Leasing/Drilling in the Region:  The Water Resources Association of the Delaware 
River Basin held a conference Oct. 26 entitled, “Forest Management, Water Resources and Energy 
Development: Challenges and Opportunities for the Delaware River Basin”, at the Wallenpaupack 
Environmental Learning Center in Hawley, PA.  Peckham was on the agenda to speak for his group, the 
Joint Landowners Coalition of New York.  Peckham reported to the committee that some program agenda 
items included: forest management and its role in water resources management in the Delaware River 
Basin; forests and watershed health; gas shale occurrence and impacts in the Delaware River Basin; gas 
industry perspectives; and landowner perspectives. 
 The Pennsylvania state legislature failed to reach a compromise on a proposed severance tax on 
Marcellus shale natural gas extraction. 
 PA Gov. Ed Rendell has issued an executive order banning any further leasing of state forest land 
for Marcellus Shale drilling. 
 Environmental groups, unions and lawmakers on Oct. 22 publicly condemned NYS Gov. David 
Paterson’s decision to abruptly fire state Dept. of Environmental Conservation Commissioner Pete Grannis 
over a leaked memo that laid out in stark terms the possible consequences of the planned layoffs of more 
than 200 DEC employees.  The environmental groups are concerned that the DEC will not have sufficient 
staff to oversee the state’s environmental resources; including inspectors for the natural gas drilling 
operations that would take place once the state regulations are completed. 
 
Update Pond Eddy Bridge Replacement Project:  Ramie reported that the Federal Highway 
Administration on Oct. 13 responded to the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation on whether all 
alternatives have been considered with the replacement and/or rehabilitation of the Pond Eddy Bridge.  The 
letter stated, in part:  Rehabilitating the bridge, due to its design, cannot be achieved in a way that retains 
the National Register-listed bridge; the financial implication of restricted access due to vehicular weight 
and type has burdened the community of Pond Eddy and will continue to do so if the deteriorating bridge 
remains in place or a substandard bridge is the surrogate option; the existing bridge could only be 
rehabilitated to an 18-ton capacity at a cost that would exceed the replacement option; a rehabilitated bridge 
of this kind would only last for approximately 20-25 years; the proposed solution, replacement of the 
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existing bridge, is aligned with Smart Transportation principles; and the unique circumstances of the bridge 
being the sole access to the community elevates its status of imminent need. 
 
Update Cortese Landfill (Town of Tusten):  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 
announced they finalized their plan to clean up areas of contaminated liquid waste and ground water at the 
Cortese Landfill Superfund Site in Sullivan County, NY.  EPA selected the clean up plan after considering 
all comments submitted during a 30-day public comment period, which ended on Sept. 12, 2010.  Copies of 
the plan and supporting documents are available at the Tusten-Cochecton Library in Narrowsburg, NY or 
online at www.epa.gov/region02/superfund/npl/cortese/index.html.  The Council did issue a comment letter 
on the project.  The plan option supported (Alternate 3) was the one chosen by EPA.  An EPA news release 
on the project was provided to the committee. 
 
Update Damascus Township Zoning Change for Drilling:  The Damascus Township Planning 
Commission is in discussion relative to changing the classification of natural gas drilling from a special 
exception to a conditional use.  The change would require a site visit by the planning commission members, 
who could request a limited amount of changes to the plan dealing with site development like roads, 
fencing and setback rather than drilling operations.  The new zoning language has been sent to a private 
planning consultant for review. 
 
Old Business   None 
 
New Business   None 
 
Public Comment   None 
 
Adjournment  A motion by Roeder seconded by Rajsz to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m. was carried. 
 
 
 
 

Carol Coney, Office Manager 
 
 
 
 
 


