
Knotweed Tough Love

» Video of knotweed in bloom at Taylors Island by Mike Roberto

» https://vimeo.com/289340623

1

https://vimeo.com/289340623


Knotweed 
Tough Love
Managing knotweed for containment
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Three Species of  Knotweed
Japanese Knotweed

8-10 feet high

During the summer the knotweed leaves are 
green and heart/shovel shaped and can be 20cm 
across. In late summer early autumn small 
clusters of white flowers will appear. The stems 
are mostly hollow and bamboo like.

Giant Knotweed

13-16 feet high

Leaves are pointed at the tip, crinkly in 
appearance and have white hairs (trichomes) on 
the underside. The base of the leaves are deeply 
lobed, forming a heart shape.

Bohemian Knotweed

8-10 feet high

Leaves are larger than Japanese Knotweed 
growing in a heart shape. Leaves are usually 
longer than they are wide, pointed at the tip, 
slightly crinkled in appearance and darker green 
than japonica, with (trichomes) growing on the 
veins on the underside.



Pernicious and Pervasive

ÅSpreads rapidly through seed production, rhizomes and runners, 
and rhizome fragments
ÅLoves disturbed soils in flood plains and at construction sites
ÅCrowds out all native riparian vegetation
ÅInhibits succession by slow growing plants like trees and shrubs
ÅLeads to stream bank destabilization, erosion and soil loss
ÅMonoculture affects habitat for pollinators and other insects and 

animals requiring native vegetation for breeding and 
nourishment



Aerial view of knotweed at Callicoon
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Itõs Everywhere!
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Healthy Riparian Vegetation


