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UPPER DELAWARE COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

August U', 2019
The Upper Delaware Council held its monthly meeting on Thursday, August 1, 2019 at the Council office in
Narrowsburg, NY. Chairperson Roeder called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance and roll
call followed.

In attendance: Town of Delaware- Harold G. Roeder, Jr., Town of Hancock-Fred Peckham, Town of Cochecton-

Larry Richardson, Town of Tusten- Susan Sullivan, Town of Lumberland- Nadia Rajsz, Town of Fremont-Jim
Greier, Town of Deerpark- David Dean, Damascus Township- Jeff Dexter, Berlin Township- Alan Henry,
Lackawaxen Township- Doug Case, Shohola Township- Aaron Robinson, National Park Service- Marilou Ehrler,
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania- Tim Dugan, State of New York-Bill Rudge. Staff in attendance: UDC Executive
Director- Laurie Ramie, Resource Specialist- Pete Golod, Secretary- Ashley Hall-Bagdonas. Absent: Town of
Highland-Andy Boyar, Westfall Township- Michael Barth, Delaware River Basin Commission- Steve Tambini.
Media- Peter Becker. Guests: Jennifer Claster- National Park Service, Ginny Dudko- Town of Deerpark, Roger
Saumure- Shohola Township.

Presentation by Pete Golod, UDC Resource Specialist, and Jennifer Claster, Community & Land Use Planner
for the National Park Service Upper Delaware Scenic and Recreational River: "Partnering to Protect the

River: A River Management Plan Overview": Claster said giving this overview ofthe River Management Plan
(RMP)presentation will serve as a good introduction to eventually taking a closer look at the Project Review and
Substantial Conformance Guide which at this stage has been passed off to Superintendent Kris Heister and
Executive Director Laurie Ramie and Acting Superintendent Marilou Ehrler. Claster said they are all hopeful that

everyone will be able to take a look at it this fall. Claster said the major feature that makes this park so unique is that
it is literally people's backyards because so much of it is privately owned. Ofthe 55,500 some acres within the
park's boundary, only about 5% of it or 30 acres is owned by the park. Greier said "I'm sorry but in the RMP it
specifically says in bold letters it is not a National Park." Claster agreed in the traditional sense it is not. Over 17
million people rely on the Delaware River Basin for drinking water but the river itself is pretty small. It only drains
4/10 of 1% ofthe continental U.S. Nine million of the 17 million people that get water from this system reside
outside the basin in New York City and northern New Jersey. One of the reasons this river was found worthy of

designation is that it is so proximal to all these people who live on the eastern seaboard, in what was referred to in
the 1970s when the studies were done for the designations as "the expanding Megalopolis." The term means one

city runs into another city, runs into another city, etc. and here, at just a two-hour drive, is a really spectacular
natural and cultural resource. In the 1970s there were initiatives to clean up and protect the nation's waterways in
relation to the Clean Water Act and also related in a way to the creation of dams for hydropower and water source

creation. In this area we have Pepacton and Cannonsville that are a source ofNYC's water supply. There was also a

project that was proposed for the Delaware Water Gap on Tocks Island to create a dam for hydroelectric power. The
Army Corps came in and people were moved off ofthe land and then studies showed that the site was not going to
work out the way they thought. The creation of dams for hydro was happening all over the country. To offset that.
Wild and Scenic Rivers were designated so that there were rivers that would always be protected in their freeflowing condition and never be dammed.

Ot\ \ 1/10/1978, Congress charged the Secretary of Interior to administer an Upper Delaware Management Plan in
accordance with the special provisions of the Upper Delaware Act as a unit of the National Park system and also as

