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Can’t Wait to “Celebrate ’98!”

A new year always brings fresh reasons

‘to celebrate, but the advent of 1998 in the

Upper Delaware River Valley offers an
exceptional opportunity to pay homage to
local history.

Important events that helped shape the
Upper Delaware and its way of life lay the
foundation for “Celebrate '98,” an initiative
led by the National Park Service (NPS)
with assistance from the Upper Delaware
Council (UDC), Upper Delaware Citizens
Advisory Council (CAC), and Upper
Delaware Heritage Alliance (UDHA).

Milestones this year include the:
20th Anniversary of the Congressional

Designation of the Upper Delaware

Scenic and Recreational River
30th Anniversary of the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act
100th Anniversary of the Closing of the
Delaware & Hudson (D&H) Canal
150th Anniversary of the Construction
of Roebling’s Delaware Aqueduct
150th Anniversary of the Completion of
Erie Railroad’s Delaware Division

That's a lot to celebrate, and the NPS
planning team has been meeting since last
February to prepare an ambitious sched-
ule of observances.

The proper pomp is also reserved for a
host of community-level celebrations. No
less than eight regional municipalities will
celebrate their Bicentennials in 1998.
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ANNIVERSARY ,"
Upper Delaware
Scenic & Recreational
River

Commemorative Seal for Upper Delaware

Marking 200 years of existence are
Wayne County, PA; Town of Lumberland,
NY; Town of Deerpark, NY; Buckingham
Township, PA; Lackawaxen Township,
PA; Town of Neversink, NY; Damascus
Township, PA; and the Borough of Milford,
PA. Many of these communities have also
formed committees to plan commemora-
tive activities, ranging from parades to
period costume balls.

Events for the Upper Delaware anniver-
saries are beginning to firm up as well.
The first tangible evidence is the arrival of
10,000 “Upper Delaware Scenic &
Recreational River 20th Anniversary” gold
and blue seals that will grace all the —»

Please see “Celebrate,” Page 8

Council for 1998.

7~ UDC Elects New Officers for 1998

lan Bowers of Westfall Township, Pa., who joined the Upper Delaware Council in
1992 as an alternate representative, has assumed the chairmanship of the

He was to be sworn in at the annual reorganiza-
tional meeting held Jan. 8. Phil Chase, Town of
Deerpark, NY, will serve as Vice-Chairperson.

Bowers was vice-chair of the UDC in 1994 and

192, Narrowsburg, N.Y. 12764,

| It

1996, and he has chaired the Council’'s Water
Use/Resource Management Committee since
1994. A graduate of Penn State University,
Bowers has been employed for the past 27 years
by New York University Medical Center in the Jis
capacity of a Senior Research Technician for its®&%

Department of Environmental Medicine laboratory ~ Alan Bowers, Westfall, Pa.
un Sterling Forest, NY. Look for additional coverage in the Spring issue. - LER




UDC Representative Profile: Lewzs J Schmalzle

U goure going to do the fob,
ww @ nighe.”

When it comes to the Upper Delaware
Council, Lewis J. Schmalzle stands firmly
behind his motto of wholehearted service
expressed above.

“Lew,” as he is known to his friends, is a
man who does not get idly involved in mat-
ters that interest him. Even in what is
largely a volunteer role, Lew takes his job
as the Town of Highland’s UDC represen-
tative very seriously.

Mention any UDC committee, meeting or
special project, and chances are Lew is on
it, at it, or wants to hear about it.

While Lew has only been Highland's rep-
resentative since 1994, he has made the
most out of that relatively short time.

In fact, as he was accepting the Oaken
Gavel Award in recognition of his 1996
tenure as chairman at the Council's 1997
Annual Awards Banquet April 6, Lew casu-
ally mentioned that he had tallied up 104
meetings that year alone on the UDC's
behalf.

In addition to his year at the helm of the
Council in ‘96, Lew has chaired the Project
Review Committee annually since 1994,
serves on the Operations and Water
Use/Resource Management Committees,
chairs the three-member Personnel
Subcommittee, and participates on three
other subcommittees that oversee the
UDC'’s interaction with government offi-
cials, revision of its Visitor Information Map
and Guide, and building projects.

The Barryville resident traces his
involvement with Upper Delaware issues
back a quarter-century. He was an active
member of the Conference of Upper
Delaware Townships which fought federal
land condemnation threats and helped
write the Upper Delaware Scenic &
Recreational River Management Plan.

Lew has a simple explanation for what
motivates all his hard work: “I just want to
see that the river and private property
rights are protected.”

The Upper Delaware River Valley has
been Lew’s home since he was born in
Shohola, Pa. 75 years ago and moved
with his new bride, Clara, a short distance
across the river to Barryville, NY in 1947.

After attending Shohola Elementary and
graduating from Eldred High School in
1941, Lew signed on with the Erie
Railroad, doing carpentry work along the
Delaware Division line, until he was draft-
ed into the service. During his 18-month
Air Force stint, Lew attained the rank of
corporal and served with aircraft refueling
units at domestic bases in Texas,
Delaware and Massachusetts.

Settling back home, Lew and Clara
became poultry farmers, caring for 10,000

Winter 1997-98

Lewis J. Schmalzie, Town of Highland, NY
chickens at the height of their success.
They happily subsisted for 15 years until
the difficult market forced them to abandon
farming.

Lew and Clara did what they had to do
to support their family. She went back to
teaching; he worked variously for the
Town of Highland Highway Department, a
vending machine company, sold life insur-
ance, and returned to the railroad, this
time for 13 years for the Erie-Lackawanna
Railroad Company, before retiring as an
engineer at the age of 62.

Lew now has more time to enjoy his
hobbies.

“I like to hunt, to fish and to travel, and
my buddy for hunting, fishing and travel-
ling is my wife,” he says, citing the togeth-
erness that has characterized his marriage
of 52 years.

Family is another strong theme for Lew.
He and Clara are the parents of three:
Sharon Barnes, a third-grade teacher who
lives in Prospect Harbor, ME; Virginia
Dudko of Sparrowbush, who teaches
kindergarten at Eldred; and Donald
Schmaizle of Ellenville, a civil engineer
with a firm in Central Valley. They dote on
four granddaughters.

A 15-year veteran of the Town of
Highland Planning Board (10 years as
chair), Lew now counts membership with
the Yulan Rod and Gun Club, Barryville
United Methodist Church, Fraternal Ordér
of Masons, Chapter 328, Port Jervis; and
Order of the Eastern Star, River Valley
Chapter 33, among his interests beyond
his service to the Upper Delaware Council.

-LER

Upper Delaware Council,Inc.
P.O. Box 192, 211 Bridge St.
Narrrowsburg, NY 12764-0192
Telephone: (914) 252-3022
FAX: (914) 252-3359

The Upper Delaware is a free quarterly
publication of the Upper Delaware
Council, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organiza-
tion comprised of member governments
from New York and Pennsylvania directly
affected by the River Management Plan
for the Upper Delaware Scenic and
Recreational River.
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Dating Back to Royal Patents: |
NY State Case Law Favors Riparian Landowners

By George Frosch,
UDC Representative, Town of Hancock

While Royal Patents more than 200
years old establish the legal foundation for
private property ownership along the
Upper Delaware River, conflicts that fiare
up today over public use of the river have
a decidedly more modern basis.

Early on, in the 1950’s and before, no
one minded when fishermen dropped a
line and the occasional canoeist paddled
through property boundaries that extended
beyond the shore into the river. Most often
local neighbors, they respected their sur-
roundings and caused little trouble.

Then came the construction of the New
York City reservoirs in the Delaware water-
shed. The new ability to control water
releases brought the advent of commercial
canoe liveries, which significantly
increased traffic on the river. It only added
to the situation when officials from the New
York State Department of Environmental
Conservation encouraged the public to fish
and camp along the banks of the Upper
Delaware River.

Property owners were overwhelmed.
Burglary incidents increased, scenic lawns
were turned into illegal campgrounds, and
the locals were forced to deal with garbage
they didn’t make.

In 1978, Congress designated the Upper
Delaware as a Wild and Scenic River after
local residents spent years fighting contro-
versial proposals for a federal takeover of
this land. Later, when the National Park
Service arrived on the scene, order was
restored with the implementation of the
locally developed and coordinated River
Management Plan, yet the river banks
were still misused. Many riparian landown-
ers today aren't able to enjoy their property
as much because of the extra vigilance
needed to protect their legal rights and
guard against overuse of the resource.

It was with this background that the
Upper Delaware Council, which represents
the local people, began to research the ori-
gins of private property ownership in this
region, and the factual results leave little to
interpretation.

New York State is one of the few states
in this country to follow traditional English
common-law rule. Under that rule, legal
presumption of land ownership along and
under the Delaware River from Hancock to
Port Jervis, NY favors the riparian
landowner. Also under English common-
law rule, unless expressly stated, the
grants of lands on non-tidal streams (such
as the Delaware River) are presumed to
run to the center of the stream. )

Therefore, under English common-law
rule which was adopted by the State of
New York, the bed and banks of the
Delaware River belong to the upland
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owner and the State has no sovereign
interest. New York’s Office of General
Services supported this position in a June
6, 1996 letter to the UDC.

In the Upper Delaware River Valley,
most of the land in New York bordering the
river was conveyed by two Royal Grants:
the Hardenburgh Patent and the Minisink
Patent. These Patents, which pre-date the
New York State Constitution, were con-
firmed, or recognized, by the state in 1777.

While the water in the Delaware River is
considered to be a Public Highway, the
land bordering the river, and the riverbed
itself, are presumed to be private property,
unless specifically stated otherwise in a
particular deed of title.

The State of New York has never exer-
cised its power of eminent domain to claim
ownership of the riverbed or the banks
and, based on its own commissioned
study - The Pace Environmental Law
Review - has no legal basis for a claim of
bank ownership. Cases cited by the State
as supporting their position of ownership of
the streambed and the banks were limited
specifically to the Mohawk and Hudson
Rivers (Dutch Grants) by the Court of
Appeals and upheld by later legal deci-
sions.

The public’s right of navigation or pas-
sage on the river is protected by the feder-
al navigation laws. These laws, upheld by

With the sunligt creating

terns through the tree
Forest, a stone monument in tribute to the late Larue Elmore was dedicated Oct. 17, 1997.
The plaque makes note of Mr. Eimore’s “years of dedication towards the conservation of
our natural resources, 1911-1997.” On hand for the ceremony were Larue’s wife, Gertrude,
and children, Joan and Dave, pictured above, as well as officials from many entities to
which the former Damascus School principal donated his talents, including the Upper
Delaware Council, Citizens Advisory Council, National Park Service, NE PA Audubon
Society, Wayne Conservation District, Pocono Northeast Resource Conservation and
Development, Damascus Township, its Planning Commission and Wayne County, Pa. The
memorial features a landscaped area with log benches at the forest entrance. (Ramie photo)

heckerbard pat

the courts of the State of New York, give
the public the right to travel the river “for
the purposes of transporting the products
of Forest, Field or Mines,” while the right to
use the waters of the river, and its banks,
is for navigational purposes only. The right
to fish was not conveyed with the right to
navigate, as stated in the 1935 New York
Attorney General’s opinion to the State
Legislature that has served as the basis
for subsequent fishing rights acquisition
programs and many Bond Act activities.

Recreational uses of the streambed and
the banks must be limited to navigational
purposes, since ownership of the banks
and the streambed is presumed to be in
the hands of the upland riparian owner
unless the State can prove otherwise.

This means that, while the public has the
right to travel New York waters of the
Delaware River in a boat, and to get out of
the boat to scout rapdis or portage around
obstacles, they do not have the right to get
out of the boat to wade in the water and
fish, nor do they have the right to go on the
bank to eat, camp, or rest (except in the
case of an emergency) unless they do so
on land that the State has shown to be
public property. And again, under the
English common-law rule adopted by the
State of New York, the onus is on the
State to research and prove its claim —»

Please see “Landowners,” Page 7
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Live Eagle Capture Renews Devotion to Protection

By Lori Danuff McKean,
Director of Resource Conservation
Audubon Society of New York (ASNY)
Delaware Valley Regional Office

Morning has a way of announcing itself
boldly - albeit without any sound - when
you're sitting atop a mountain with nothing
around you but ice and sky. | was fortu-
nate to experience this daily trumpeting of
dawn recently when | went on an eagle
capture expedition deep in the heart of
wintering habitat in Sullivan County, NY. |
was promised an experience | would never
forget. | was given that . . .and more.

Every winter, biologists from the state
Department of Environmental Conserv-
ation capture live eagles around New York
in an attempt to track their migration and
check on their general health. On this par-
ticular morning, | was invited to join Peter
Nye, head of the Endangered Species Unit
of the DEC, and his research assistant
Steve Lawrence at a remote reservoir in
the Upper Delaware watershed to try our
luck at capturing an eagle. This particular
reservoir is part of the Upper Delaware
watershed, which provides a winter haven
for about 100 bald eagles.

For the past five years as a Director of

Resource Conservation for ASNY, | have - |

been monitoring bald eagle activity and
providing outreach and education pro-
grams in the Upper Delaware and Lower
Hudson regions of the state. | have seen
hundreds of eagles flying, soaring, perch-
ing, eating, playing, bathing and staring
right back at me and my spotting scope. |
have watched adult eagles build their
nests and feed their young. | have even
heard them talk to each other. But | never
once imagined that | would touch or hold
one of these majestic creatures!

So, how do you catch a live eagle?
Veeeeery carefully! The first rule is that
you must have everything set up before
the eagles come out for their morning feed
- which means navigating in the cold dark
with headlights and flashlights. Steve and
Pete are a team, working well together and
saying little as they unload the truck and
haul equipment across the ice to a good
capture location. | wanted to fully experi-
ence this whole event, so | volunteered to
drag an equipment-laden sled to the cho-
sen spot. | didn’t quite realize the “equip-
ment” included a dead deer, which was
going to be used to bait the birds!

A three-sided wooden box is placed on
the ice with the open end facing the deer
carcass. A large net is packed into the box
with its ends attached to heavy canister-
shaped rockets, which will be detonated by
a 12-volt battery. The box is strategically
lined up so that when the rockets are fired,
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the net should fly right over the carcass
and the unsuspecting eagle. With the set-
up complete, we climbed back in the truck
and drove to a spot where we could watch.
And wait.

We didn’t have to wait long. Night's pitch
black sky had lightened and the vast hori-
zon that lay out before us was beginning to
biaze a bold orange. Whatever daily rituals
occur in the natural world without human
witness were about to occur on this day as
well, including the arrival of an eagle look-
ing for breakfast.

Steve spotted it first, soaring high above
the tree line, scanning the familiar territory
below with her binocular vision. She dis-
covered the deer carcass and circled for
some time before perching in a nearby
tree. She studied the carcass and sur-
rounding landscape for some time before
she decided she was safe and flew down

This magnificent eagle, held by DEC volunteer eagle monitor Paul Karner, was cép—

to start her morning feast.

We watched quietly. After a suitable
amount of time - long enough for her to be
sated but before she was satisfied enough
to fly off - Pete gave the cue to fire the
rockets. Steve worked the controls and -
boom! - the net went flying over the eagle.
And then we went flying - speed was criti-
cal so that the eagle could be removed
from the net before it is harmed trying to
free itself. | was surprised at how little she
moved as we began untangling her from
the net. Her strong talons were tightly grip-
ping the rope and we painstakingly untan-
gled each one, careful not to let her trans-
fer the grip to one of our fingers. We freed
one leg and | held it at a safe distance as
Pete untangled the other. Then we very
slowly and meticulously freed her wings
and body from the net, all the while making

sure we didn't let loose those powerful —»

tured along.the Mongaup River during an earlier expedition with Peter Nye, leader of
the Endangered Species Unit. (Photo courtesy of Peter Nye, NYS DEC)
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taions. Once she was out, we slipped a
hood over her eyes and she seemed to
relax in Steve’s arms.

Before we could do anything with this
eagle, we had to make sure we were
ready for the next visitor. We quickly
stuffed the net back into the box, attached
newly-loaded rockets and realigned the
box. Then we sat the eagle, an immature
female, on our laps in the pick-up and
drove back to our viewing spot. There she
was measured and weighed, the informa-
tion recorded for a database that keeps
track of eagles’ physical measurements.
The sex is determined by a formula using
these measurements. We clipped some
feathers that would be tested for metals,
such as lead, and drew some blood for
analysis. The blood sample will determine
whether environmental contaminants,
such as PCBs or DDT (and its deriva-
tives), are present. She was fitted with a
radio transmitter, a useful tool in determin-
ing migration pathways and discovering
critical use areas, such as roosting areas.
A numbered tag was attached to her wing,
which will be helpful for long-range spot-
ting. After about two hours, we removed
her hood. She was ready to be set free.

Pete tucked her up under one arm and
walked to the water's edge. The two of
them stood for a moment, almost as one.
He crouched slightly, came up quickly and
threw open his arms, letting her push off
her human perch with a grace and finesse
you wouldn't expect from a bird with a 6-
foot wingspan. With her massive wings
pumping and her body finally aloft, she
took to the skies with a fierceness and
determination that made me realize - as |
always do when | see a bald eagle in flight
- that these are amazing creatures and |
am a very lucky person.

(Reprinted with permission of the author from
the Audubon Society of New York State, Inc.’s
“Action Report,” July, 1997.)

See Eagles In Habitat |
. Experienced guides from the NY
Audubon Delaware Valley Regional office
will offer two public excursions to see bald;
eagles in their natural habitat. .
The dates are Saturday, Jan. 24 and
Feb. 7 (snowdates: Jan. 25 and Feb. 8),!
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., with participants
meeting at the Route 55 office in Eldred.
The day includes a naturalist slide show,
theated bus transportation to prime viewing
spots, and a hearty lunch for a cost of $20
per person for Audubon members, $30 for.
‘others. Dress warmly and in layers; hats,
gloves and waterproof boots are advised.
Cameras, binoculars, field guide books:
‘and a hot Thermos are encouraged. 1
Advance registration is required by call-!
ling Audubon at (914) 557-8025.
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Learn Eagle Etiquette Before Viewing

The Audubon Society of New York
State, Inc. (ASNY) is concerned that many
of the people visiting the region’s bald
eagle wintering habitat arrive with little or
no knowledge about how to safely and
properly view the birds.

From January to March, ASNY staft and
volunteers wili randomly interview eagle
watchers at Sullivan County reservoirs
and along the Upper Delaware River as
part of a comprehensive monitoring pro-
ject initiated last winter under the coordi-
nation of the NYS DEC and with partial
funding from an Orange & Rockland
Utilities grant.

After being trained in proper eagle view-
ing “etiquette,” volunteer monitors assist
eagle watchers to spot the birds in the
most non-intrusive manner. Disturbances
such as people milling about, car doors
slamming, and loud radios can frighten
eagles into flight, causing them to expend
energy they might otherwise use for sur-
vival during harsh winter weather.

Last winter, information collected largely
on weekends at four strategic locations -
Mongaup Falls Reservoir; Rio Reservoir;
the Upper Delaware River from Pond
Eddy to Minisink Ford (Sullivan County,
NY); and the Lackawaxen River in Pike
County, Pa. - revealed that:
¢ 46% of those interviewed either lived in
the area, were repeat visitors, had local
friends or relatives, heard about the
eagles from word of mouth, or were just
driving by the viewing sites;

* 31% had responded to publicity reports
from the media and Internet;
* 22% belonged to environmental groups

or were given information about bald
eagle viewing by a government or tourism
agency;

e the breakdown of residential back-
grounds: 25% NYS; 22% PA; 17% NJ;
16% Metropolitan NYC; 20% other.

To obtain a copy of the 1997 Bald Eagle
Monitoring Project report or get informa-
tion on the upcoming Bald Eagle Family
Festivals, contact Lori Danuff McKean at
Audubon Society, P.O. Box 111, Eldred,
NY 12732, or call (914) 557-8025.

Peace of Me

There was a river. Like all rivers, it had a source. lts source was pure, clean and good. The
river flowed cold, peaceful, gentle, yet confident in every trickle and turn. Everyone loved the
river and the sound it made. One could become lost in the distinct clarity and absolute sim-
plicity of the moving water. The river is a place where life can be defined.

Ac che edge of the western bank a neighborhood of willow trees live. They too love the river.
The willow trees dangle themselves into the river in the hope to become part of che river, but
the river only takes those it wants. There is a connection though, becween the trees and the
river. Some sort of partnership exists. The river is cold.

The river may go where it likes, but always travels the same path. l¢ is consistent, reliable,
and dependable. lc houses many magnificent fish. le gives to the fish; it owns the fish. The
river gives beauty to man. Man has a connection with the river. The river is in control. The

river is cold.

The great bald eagle sits atop its wise pine tree. Graceful and powerful, the eagle dominaces
the sky above the river. The eagle [oves the river and has a true relationship with the river - it

respects it.

Evencually all things merge into one, one being, one whole. The river is the source, salvacion
and almighty. lt is simply complex and therefore loved by all, while only underscood by one.
Only understood by one, and that is all chat matters. The river will flow until ic has sacisfied

icself. Enjoy che river. Love che river.
The river is cold.

By Joshua Boyar, 18
Eldred, NY
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NE PA Awards Fete Environmental Partnerships

From beginning to end, the 7th Annual
“Evening for Northeast Pennsylvania’s
Environment” remained true to its theme
of promoting partnerships.

First, it took the efforts of a five- member
coalition to organize the event: the
Pennsylvania Environmental Council,
Wilkes University, Economic Development
Council of NE PA, World Future Society’s
NE PA Chapter, and Procter & Gamble
Paper Products Co.

Secondly, award recipients had not only
to excel personally in the field of environ-
mental protection or resource conserva-
tion in NE PA, but also to demonstrate the
quality of working successfully with others
in pursuit of their accomplishment.

And lastly, partnerships ranked at the
top of the distinguished keynote speaker’s
list as he discussed the global need to
maintain the ecological integrity of the
world around us.

“This event represents exactly the future
of the environmental movement,” said
John Sawhill, president and CEO of The
Nature Conservancy, as he addressed the
audience of 350 gathered at the

Woodlands Inn in Wilkes-Barre October 9. °

The evening began with a cocktail
reception chaired by David Lamereaux,
assistant director of the PA Department of
Environmental Protection’s Northeast
Regional Office and the Commonwealth’'s
alternate representative to the Upper
Delaware Council.

Highlights included Mr. Sawhill's appear-
ance during dinner and the presentation of
nine 1997 Environmental Partnership
Awards, as well as the Third Annual
Thomas P. Shelburne Environmental
Leadership Award.

John Padalino, president of the Pocono
Environmental Education Center (PEEC),
Dingmans Ferry, was given the coveted
Shelburne Award for his long-term com-
mitment to environmental quality and
inspirational leadership.

For the past 25 years, Padalino has
helped develop and nurture the innovative
programs that have made PEEC, working
with the National Park Service, the largest
residential center in the western hemi-
sphere for.environmental education.

The Environmental Partnership Awards,
(one of which the UDC took home in
1994), were presented to:

* Bernard J. McGurl Ill, executive director of
the Lackawanna River Corridor Association
and board member of the Rail-Trail Council
of Northeast PA;

o William W. Reid, Wyoming County
Commissioner, ornithologist and activist;

* Huntsville Golf Club, for gaining certification
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John C. Sawhill, President and CEO,
The Nature Conservancy

through the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary
Program for Golf Courses and receiving the
1997 Mid-Atlantic Regional Environmental
Steward Award from the Golf Course
Superintendents Association of America;
» Jerry Morgan and Karen Wargo, teachers
in the Tunkhannock Area Middle School,
who for the past 17 years have coordinated
Environmental Days there;
* Lackawanna Heritage Trail Restoration
Project, a 40-mile urban restoration effort
that will cross 19 communities and three
counties;
* Ed Wytovich, environmental science
teacher in Schuylkill County active in water-
shed protection and acid mine reclamation;
e Dr. Larry Rymon, coordinator of East
Stroudsburg University's Environmental
Studies Program and friend to ospreys;
e Tobyhanna Creek/Tunkhannock Creek
Watershed Association, an effective force for
conservation in the Western Poconos region.
John Sawhill brought his impressive cre-
dentials and an inspirational message to
the “Evening for Northeast Pennsylvania’s
Environment.”
The Nature Conservancy, an interna-
tional organization with 900,000 members,
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“It's often said that environmental-
ists are professional pessimists.”
-John Sawhill
oeter-
owns and manages the largest private
system of nature preserves in the world. It
is committed to the preservation of threat-
ened ecosystems and wildlife habitat.

Past president of New York University,
Mr. Sawhill served as Deputy Secretary of
the Department of Energy under President
Carter. During the Nixon and Ford admin-
istrations, he led the Federal Energy
Administration. The Washington, D.C. res-
ident serves on a number of nonprofit
boards and is a Senior Lecturer at
Harvard Business School.

Mr. Sawhill lauded the power of partner-
ships to overcome the world’s serious
ecological perils. He cautioned against the
tendency of some environmental advo-
cates to spout doom and gloom rhetoric
without looking for collective solutions.

“It's often said that environmentalists are
professional pessimists,” he said, prompt-

‘ing an appreciative laugh from the audi-

ence, but he added that hope exists.

“We can accomplish so much when we
join together,” Mr. Sawhill noted.

The first step’is reaching consensus on
what threats exist to the environment.
Making The Nature Conservancy’s hot
topics list are pollution of air and water,
toxic waste, landfills, oil spills, and loss of
biodiversity and wildlife habitat due to
urban sprawl and other factors.

Much of the solution relies on willpower
of people to balance their activities with
nature’'s needs, Mr. Sawhill suggested.

in formulating a strategy to deal with
these worldwide issues, the speaker said
that more public-private conservation part-
nerships should be developed. He also
advocated offering economic incentives to
promote sound land management prac-
tices. Thirdly, Mr. Sawhill sees the need
for a new conservation ethic which recog-
nizes the close connection between envi-
ronmental and human health. -LER

Schoolhouses Still Stand

In response to an article in the Fall 1997
issue of The Upper Delaware on the
Upper Delaware Heritage Alliance’s 16th
Annual Awards Dinner, reader Donna J.
Bennett wrote in to share that there are at
least eight one-room schoolhouses exist-
ing in Wayne County, Pa.

Her list includes four sites on Rt. 191,
two on Rt. 371, one in Milanville, and
another on Rt. 670. The county is restor-
ing the Bethe!l School in Berlin Township.

The Upper Delaware




“Landowners,” continued from Page 3

to ownership, since the law as it pertains
to the Delaware River favors ownership by
the riparian landowner.

To advise people otherwise - to encour-
age the public use of private property with-
out just compensation to the private
landowner - flies in the face of New York
State case law and violates the rights of
private landowners on the Delaware River
in New York State. o

The legal case work which forms the
basis for the conclusions expressed in this
column will be outlined in the Spring 1998
issue of The Upper Delaware newsletter.

(Information for this article was taken in part
from a 1995 research paper drafted by George
Frosch and former UDC Communications
Specialist Nancie Robertson.)

Future of Coldwater

Conservation on Agenda

A workshop titled  “Coldwater
Conservation: What Works and How to Do
it,” will be held on Saturday, February 21,
at the Penn State Conference Center
Hotel located in Research Park. '

Pennsylvania Trout, the PA Departments
of Environmental Protection (DEP), and
Conservation and Natural Resources
(DCNR), and the PA Fish and Boat
Commission will co-host the workshop.

Morning sessions will describe how five
successful Pennsylvania coldwater water-
shed/trout fisheries improvement projects
have been carried out.

Detailed methods on how to deveélop and
implement watershed/fisheries projects will
be covered in the afternoon, including
objectives, problem identification and doc-
umentation, coalition building, funding,
implementation, and evaluation.

A “look to the future” talk by leading con-
servationists will close the session. There
will be an optional evening meal followed
by a slide show presented by a guest
speaker.

For more information, contact Debbie
Noyes at (814) 863-5120.

-UDC Visitor Information Guide
To Be Re-printed for Spring '98

.. By April, the Upper Delaware Council
intends to have 25,000 copies of a revised
“Visitor Information Map and Guide for the
Upper Delaware Scenic and Recreational
River” ready to begin distributing to the
public.

This popular brochure, which debuted in
1989, went through its last major revision
in 1993. A re-ordered supply of 5,000
copies from 1995 has dwindled to just a
handful, prompting the UDC to take this
opportunity to scout out needed updates.

In October 1997, the UDC’s Water
Use/Resource Management Committee, in
charge of overseeing this project, agreed
to establish a Visitor Information Map and
Guide Brochure Revision Subcommittee.

Active members of the Subcommittee
include Charles Wieland (Tusten), Lew
Schmalzle (Highland), Jack Niflot
(Fremont), Phil Chase (Deerpark), George
Frosch (Hancock), and Connie Lloyd
(National Park Service), working in con-
junction with UDC project leader Laurie
Ramie, and contributing staff Bill Douglass
and Dave Soete. Regular biweekly meet-
ings have taken place since October 28 to
discuss policy and review proposed drafts.

Revisions are being made to the
brochure’s text, interior map and business
listings.

A stronger message about private prop-
erty ownership of the majority of land in
the Upper Delaware river valley is being
woven through the 12 panels of text, with
updates made as necessary to information
provided on the topics of recreation, sight-
seeing, boater safety, hunting, fishing,
canoeing, emergency contacts, and
agency references.

The 17 X 22-inch, detailed map of the
Upper Delaware Scenic and Recreational
River corridor, which extends from Mill Rift,
Pa. to Hancock, NY, will reflect any devel-
opments that have occurred since 1993.

The comprehensive directory of river
corridor businesses in four categories -
Accommodations, Bait and Tackle, Canoe
and Camping, and Restaurants/Food - has
been subjected to particular scrutiny. Each
of the 80 businesses currently listed in the
brochure was asked to return confirmation
letters by Dec. 15, with two press releases
published or aired in 16 media outlets to
reach any new businesses within the fed-
erally designated corridor boundaries.

New with the 1998 re-printing will be a
category for licensed fishing guides. The
UDC has also initiated a fundraising cam-
paign targeting businesses that would like
to contribute to this project with a voluntary
donation. The donors will be recognized in
the brochure and a future issue of The
Upper Delaware.

For more information on this project, call
the UDC office at (914) 252-3022. -LER

New Reservation System
Kicks In at PA State Parks

The biggest change in several
decades to Pennsylvania’s state parks is
slated to begin January 31, when one
phone call will get customers access to
reservations for Pennsylvania’s 116
state parks.

The new system will feature a toll-free
number, 1-888-PA-PARKS, answered
by operators who can take statewide
reservations on campsites, cabins, pavil-
ions, and group tenting areas. The call
center, which is focated in Harrisburg,
will also provide information and send lit-
erature about the entire park system.

Reservations may be made up to 11
months in advance and multiple requests
are allowed. For the first time, customers
may use VISA or MasterCard for pay-
ment.

Operators will be available from 7 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Monday through Saturday.

Do We Fave Your (omrect Addness?

)

4 If your address has changed, or you no longer own land in the Upper Delaware River area, please help us to-

update our records. Fill in your new address, or the name and address of the new owner of your property, and return this
notice to The Upper Delaware Council, P.O. Box 192, Narrowsburg, NY 12764-0192.

New Address: Old Address:

Name Name

Address Address

Box, Apt. # Address

City/State City/State

ZIP+4 ZIP

-

{ 1 Check here to be removed from our mailing list.

/
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It was all aboard for an old-fashioned steam train excursion as
Chesapeake & Ohio Engine No. 614 chugged into Port Jervis, NY
October 11 for the city’s Annual Fall Foliage Festival. The 434-
ton steam train, operated by Iron Horse Enterprises of Lebanon,
NJ, made the 175-mile round-trip to raise funds for the New
Jersey Railroad and Transportation Museum and introduce its
1,200 passengers to local attractions like the Erie Depot, Fort
Decker, and Gillinder Glass Museum. Once in Port Jervis, the
soot-faced locomotive engineers, pictured above, took advan-

tage of the restored, electric Erie turntable before heading home

following their afternoon of sightseeing and leisure. Engine No.
614 is believed to be the last passenger steam locomotive built
in America. Future weekend passenger excursions to Port Jervis
are expected. (Ramie photos)

“Celebrate '98,” continued from Page 1

correspondence that the NPS and UDC
send out this year. .
Throughout January, the National Park
Service Information Center on Main Street
in Narrowsburg is featuring an exhibit for
the public on “Celebrate '98”." .
Coordinated by the UDHA, two newslet-
ters highlighting “Celebrate ‘98" activities
will be published in February and May.
April 20-26, 1998 is the Annual National
Park Week, when local school children will
participate in poster and essay contests

on Upper Delaware themes for prizes.

Student days at Roebling’s Aqueduct
will be held on May 26 and 27, and June
11 and 12, featuring exciting historical re-
enactments and demonstrations.

The Upper Delaware will host the first
two days of the: 4th Annual Delaware
River Sojourn on June 20 and 21, incorpo-
rating anniversary programs.

Summer festivals and off-site talks will
offer the NPS and UDC a chance to fur-
ther promote the anniversary calendar.

On Sept. 13, a public ceremony at

Roebling’'s Delaware Aqueduct is planned
with dignitaries, interpretive talks, walking
tours, and a special postal canceltation.

The fall features a D & H Corridor trek
from Carbondale to Kingston Oct. 9-12,
and a D & H Symposium/Gala on Nov. 7
at the Best Western Hotel, Matamoras.

An Upper Delaware Scenic and

Recreational River “Family Reunion™ will
take place on Nov. 10.

Watch this newsletter and surf the NPS
web site at http://www.nps.gov/upde for
more details on “Celebrate '98.” -LER

The UDC meets on the first Thursday of every n;onth at 7:30 p.m. at the Tusten Town Hall, Narrowsburg, NY. Committees
" meet on the third and fourth Tuesdays of every month at the UDC office, 211 Bridge Street,

across from the Town Hall. All meetings are open to the public. Call (914) 252-3022 for details.

Uppe‘r Delaware Council
P.O. Box 192
Narrowsburg, NY 12764-0192
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