SHOHOLA TOWNSHIP

Board of Supervisors
George C. Fluhr, Gregory P. Hoeper, Keith W. Raser
Municipal Building
159 Twin Lakes Road
Shohola, PA 18458
(570) 559-7394
(570) 559-7523 — Fax

June 12, 2025

U.S. Representative Rob Bresnahan
8t District Office

116 North Washington Ave., Ste. 101
Scranton, PA 18503

Senator Lisa Baker
20t District Office
2512 Route 6, Ste. 3
Hawley, PA 18428

Representative Jeff Olsommer
139" District Office

2523 Route 6, Ste. 2

Hawley, PA 18428

Dear Congressman Bresnahan, Senator Baker, and Representative Olsommer,

We write to express our concern about the future of the Upper Delaware Council, Inc. (UDC),
the non-profit organization mandated by Congressional legislation in 1978 to oversee the
federal, two states, and local governments partnership that cooperatively manages the Upper
Delaware Scenic and Recreational River unit of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System in
northeast PA and southeastern NY.

Since it began in 1988, the UDC has existed on the same annual budget of $300,000. That
represents a 60% federal share through the National Park Service of what the River
Management FPlan for the Upper Delaware Scenic and Recreational River (RMP) outlined as
the cost to conduct business when it was adopted 39 years ago. There have been no
inflationary adjustments. The Plan called for the two voting member states to contribute 20%
shares, then set at $100,000 each. However, neither the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania nor
the State of New York has ever given any of their intended shares.

It does not require any mathematical expertise to realize that this long-underfunded
organization is facing extinction under this current trend. The Council has been forced to
reduce its personnel and services that are aimed at conserving the river and its resources,
protecting home rule authority, safeguarding private property rights, and enhancing the river



valley’s economic vitality. An independent economic analysis projects that, without any relief,
the UDC will need to eliminate another full-time position (now at three) despite no decrease
in the 80+ important tasks assigned to it in the RMP,

The consequences of a dysfunctional UDC cannot be overstated. To quote the RMP, “the
Council must be the driving force behind this plan; it must maintain an active presence in the
river valley, and it must be the primary entity through which local, state, and federal agencies
resolve their differences and agree upon joint actions affecting the river valley.”

Should the UDC fail, the 13 member townships would have little reason to work within the
strict parameters of the RMP. This would result in a fragmented, uncertain future for this
majestic corridor. The lack of funding could precipitate the collapse of the entire, hard-fought
agreement to gain federal protection of this nationally recognized river while leaving over 90%
of its 55,574.5 acres in private ownership, protected through local zoning. The river region’s
healthy ecosystem and pristine beauty are responsible for attracting over 377,000 in
recreational visitors during 2024, contributing significantly to the local tourism-based
economy.

The amount of money needed to remedy this situation is minimal in comparison to other
mandated programs. Legislative solutions are available. The funding would directly benefit the
river valley communities by increasing the UDC's capacity to review zoning and land use
developments for conformance with the Land and Water Use Guidelines, expand its grant
programs, and expand its outreach services.

We urge you to address the UDC’s flat federal funding and lack of PA funding before it's too
late. Please contact the UDC's appointed board of municipal representatives to request further
details and documentation via Executive Director Laurie Ramie at (845) 252-3022 or
laurie@upperdelawarecouncil.org.

Sincerely,
Shohola JTownship Board of Supervisors

PN

Keith Raser, Chairman

George C. Fluhr, Vice-Chair

Gregory P. Moepet, Supervisor



