Upper Delaware Council
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
August 27,2019

Comniittee Members Present:

Harold Roeder Jr., Jim Greier, Aaron Robinson, Larry Richardson,
David Dean, Fred Peckham, A1 Henry, Jeff Dexter

Committee Members Absent:

None

Staff:

Laurie Ramie, Pete Golod, Ashley Hall-Bagdonas

NPS Partner:

Kris Heister

Guests:

Roger Saumure(Shohola alternate), Susan Sullivan(Town of
Tusten), Cheryl Korotky, Bill Dudko

The UDC's Operations Committee held its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on Tuesday, August 27,2019 at the
Council office in Narrowsburg, NY. Chairperson Roeder called the meeting to order at 8:22 p.m.

Approval of July 23*"^ Meeting Minutes: A motion by Henry seconded by Greier to approve the July 23^^ meeting
minutes was carried. There was no public comment on the agenda.
Roeder said Susan Sullivzm would like to speak about New York State funding. Sullivan said she had the chance to
meet with Senator Metzger's representative, Ari Mir-Pontier, and they discussed why UDC hasn't heard anything
from NYS. Sullivan said she was very helpful and gave her a page of information, Sullivan said the Town of Tusten
wanted this to happen and the Town came to her and asked her for an answer. Sullivan told her Town Board she

would draft a letter that the Town is requesting to know why that funding was not given. Mir-Pontier told her that
was a great idea and that would hold much more weight than an individual letter. Sullivan drafted the letter and
wanted to bring it up to the UDC first for approval and second to share it with New York Towns. Sullivan read from
the draft letter: Our Town has benefitted directly from the UDC's Technical Assistance Grants(TAG). Our
experience with the grant process has been entirely positive, and the funds have helped our Town to develop a
Comprehensive Plan, Open Space Plan, Zoning Amendments and Updates, and more. The Town of Tusten values
the role ofthe Upper Delaware Council(UDC)in balancing concerns of our citizens regarding both preservation of
the scenic, cultural and environmental heritage we have here in the Upper Delaware River Corridor, with concerns
about appropriate economic growth. Therefore, the Town of Tusten writes in support for the UDC in its efforts to
obtain financial assistance from NY State. Sullivan said the letter goes on to ask what happened regarding the
appropriation request. Sullivan urges those that met with Assemblywoman Gunther or Senator Metzger to add their
names to the letter. The questions the letter asks are: To which Office/Department/Agency was the submission
directed? Was there any reason for denial offered? What is the appropriate format and timeframe to sponsor and
submit this request? She also added any other avenues the UDC might pursue to achieve this goal would be
appreciated. Mir-Pontier mentioned State and Municipal(SAM)Grants which Sullivan said Senator Bonacic
secured to help the towns. Mir-Pontier said Senator Metzger steers people to the SAM Grants. Richardson asked
Ramie if the line ever made it to the draft budget? Ramie said Assemblywoman Gunther introduced it and when she
asked for details on where it went Ramie never got an answer. Sullivan said she asked and the response was
regarding the Assembly: the mandated information must be there or the request is put on a no action pile. Sullivan
encouraged the other New York Towns to write letters. Sullivan will provide a digital copy to Ramie to proofread
before sending the letter out.
Ramie said since we are on this topic, she was at a meeting with Senator Metzger on 8/13 at the Roscoe Beer
Company. Senator Metzger independently mentioned that a group from the UDC had visited her and she's outraged
that NYS has not funded UDC up to this point. Ramie said she brought that up on her own volition. We did make an
impact during that visit we had with her. Ramie added that while she was reviewing the literature that Heister
provided on the Land and Water Use Guidelines and the Federal Register process, dhe noticed a letter from Jim
Coleman, NPS Director at the time, who said NYS was signing on to the River Management Plan(RMP)with some
reluctance because they did not agree at that time with the State share ofthe operational funds but they wouldn't
derail the adoption ofthe River Management Plan over it. Ramie said that was the first reference she ever saw with
financial difficulty dating all the way back to the 1980s. The committee thanked Sullivan for her initiative.
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